
  

 

Important Information 
Plot 
A young girl called Lila wants to become a firework-maker, like her father Lalchand. Despite her 
talents, Lalchand believes this is an unsuitable job for girls. Lila disagrees, and journeys to get 
Royal Sulphur from Razvani the Fire-Fiend at Mount Merapi, as willing firework-makers must do. 

Themes 
Hard Work, Courage, Perseverance, Friendship, Loyalty and Self Awareness. 

Setting 
The setting is unidentified, but the influence is far-eastern (China, Thailand, Indonesia etc) and is  
created by the busy streets full of rickshaws and food stalls and the jungle full of dangerous noises 
and ferocious tigers. The story takes Lila on an adventure through the jungle and up a fictional 
volcano (Mount Merapi).  
 
 
 

Characters 
Lila Protagonist - The daughter of Lalchand who learned to make her 

own fireworks and dreams of becoming a firework-maker herself. 

Lalchand Lila’s father who taught her how to make fireworks but now wants 
her to find a husband instead. His wife, and Lila’s mother, died 
when Lila was young. 

Jembavati Lalchand’s sister who would have brought Lila up as a dancer. 

The King The great ruler who sends a white elephant to people he wants to ruin.  

Chulak The white elephant’s servant who is also friends with Lila. 

Hamlet A talking white elephant owned by the king. 

Razvani Antagonist - A fire-fiend who lives in the heart of a volcano. 

Rambashi A pirate aboard The Bloody Murderer. 

Chang One of the oarsmen on The Bloody Murderer. 

Frangipani A lady elephant who Hamlet is in love with. 

Uncle Rambashi Chulak’s uncle who is a chef at the Jungle Grill. 
Goddess  Goddess of a lake who Chulak and Hamlet encounter. 
High Priest Guards the lake and Goddess. 
Guard The Special and Particular Guard who works for the King. 
Dr Puffenflasch A firework-maker from Heidelberg (Germany). 
Signor Scorcini A firework-maker from Naples (Italy). 
Colonel Sam 
Sparkington 

A firework-maker from Chicago (U.S.A). 

Key Vocabulary 
gunpowder a type of powdered explosive used in fireworks 

somersault person turns head over heels in the air and lands on their feet 

rupee type of money used in India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Nepal 

loathe feel intense dislike or disgust for someone 

sulphur a yellow non-metal material with explosive qualities 

rickshaw two-wheeled passenger vehicle mainly used in Asia 

procession people or vehicles moving forward together often as a ceremony 

tarpaulin large waterproof cloth, originally of tarred canvas 

laboriously to do something in a way that takes a lot of time and effort 

dominating have power or influence over someone or something 

sarong long piece of cloth wrapped round the body and tucked at the waist 

billowing moving or flowing outwards, often relating to smoke 

gong a metal disc with a turned rim, hit to make a loud sound 

commotion a state of confused and noisy disturbance 

apprenticeship the position taken by someone training to do something 

frivolous not having any serious purpose or value / carefree 

barren empty, bleak and lifeless 

cavern another large cave or chamber inside a cave itself 

plunged jump or dive quickly and energetically 

transparent an object which allows light to pass through / see-through  

illusion a false idea or belief / something which tricks the eye 

Book Knowledge Organiser – The Firework-Maker’s Daughter by Philip Pullman 

What the Book Can Teach Us 
We should help people less 

fortunate than ourselves.  
Determination can help you 
overcome difficult obstacles. 

 
 

Quotes 
“Fire burns away all our illusions. 

The world itself is all illusion. 
Everything that exists flickers like a 

flame for a moment, and then 
vanishes. The only thing that lasts is 

change itself.” 
 

“Out of the red crack in the night a 
great cascade of brilliant red, 

orange and yellow lava seemed to 
pour down and spread out like the 

carpet of fire in the Grotto.” 
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Context - Philip Pullman originally wrote the story as a school play. However, it became a best-selling book first and was then 
adapted into a play. Called a "fairy tale" by Pullman, the story is both a children's adventure story where the main character 
undertakes a quest to prove herself, and a metaphor for making beautiful art. In 2015, Pullman said, “I think there is a place for 
magic in the world – and it’s in stories. We’d be a lot poorer, imaginatively, and possibly emotionally, if we cut out all the magic.” 
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