
Stig of the Dump  Knowledge Organiser 

Discussion Points: 

 How can you bond with someone you cannot talk to? 

 Who behaves more like an animal, Stig or the Snargets? 

 Do you think Stig was a reality or fantasy? 

Key Vocabulary: 

Chalk-pit a quarry from which chalk is extracted  

den A willd mammal's hidden home; a lair.  

embark Begin (a course of action). 

flint a hard grey rock consisting of nearly pure silica (chert), 
occurring chiefly as nodules in chalk.  

fossil the remains or impression of a prehistoric plant or animal 
embedded in rock and preserved in petrified form.  

grunt a low, short guttural sound made by an animal or a person 

nourishing  (of food) containing substances necessary for growth, 
health, and good condition  

somersault an acrobatic movement in which a person turns head over 
heels in the air   

Key Quotes: 

 He lay quiet and looked around the cave again. Now that his eyes 
were used to it he could see further into the dark part of the cave. 
There was somebody there! Or Something!  

 ‘No,’ said Barney quietly, feeling the sharp flint in his pocket. ‘Stig’s 
nice. He’s my friend.’  

Blurb: 

‘Stig’s nice. He’s my friend.’ 

Nobody believes Barney 

when he says he’s discov-

ered a boy living wild in 

the dump. But for Barney, 

Stig is totally real. They be-

come great friends, learn 

each other’s ways and em-

bark on a series of exciting 

adventures. 

Author Voice: 

King was born in Richmond, west London, in 1924 and grew up near Ash in the North 
Downs of Kent. It was from here that he found inspiration for the masterpiece that 
would bring him renown. He later recalled, “Of course, there wasn’t actually a stone 
age man living in a cave at the bottom of it, but Ash was a very boring place to live and 
I thought what it needs is something to wake it up. So I invented Stig.”  

Key Information: 

Plot: It all starts when Barney goes down the chalk pit,  where everyone tells him 
not to go, to find a little dilapidated, scruffy hut. That was not the only thing; he also 
found a man. But not just an ordinary man, no! A cave man named Stig. The story is all 
about how Stig and Barney's friendship blossoms with a few bumps on the way. It's 
also about the adventures they get into. These include hunting hounds, stopping rob-
bers, decorating Stig's house and many, many more.  

Setting: the chalk Downs of southern England.    

Themes:  Friendship,  bullying,  right from wrong,  stealing,  lying,  inventions,  adven-
ture, ingenuity and recycling, and language barriers  

Key Characters: 

Barney  The eight year old boy who discovers befriends Stig 

Stig The caveman Barney discovers 

Lou Barney’s elder sister 

Grandma  Barney’s Grandma who he is staying with 

the Snargets Trio of bullying brothers who capture Barney 


