
 

Year 1: Exploring Materials 

 

Wood: A hard substance that 
forms the branches and trunks of 
trees and can be used as a building 
material. 

 

Plastic: An artificial material that 
can be shaped when soft into many 
different forms and has many 
different uses. 

 

Glass: A hard transparent material 
used to make windows, bottles and 
other objects. 
 

 

Metal: A material that is generally 
hard and strong and through which 
electricity and heat can travel. 
 

 

Water: A clear liquid without 
colour or taste, that falls from the 
sky as rain. Animals and plants 
need water t survive. 

 

Rock: The dry solid part of the 
Earth’s surface. 

 

PROPERTIES OF MATERIALS 

Bendy Bendy things can be folded easily. 

Rigid If something is rigid, it can’t be bended/folded easily. 

Soft Something soft is easy to cut, fold or change the shape of. 

Hard If an object is hard it is not easily broken or bent. 
Rough If something is rough, it feels uneven or bumpy. 

Smooth Smooth objects have no lumps or bumps. 

Transparent Transparent objects can be seen through, like a window. 
Opaque Opaque objects cannot be seen through. 

Sharp If something is sharp it will have pointed edges. 

Blunt If something is blunt, the edges are smooth and not pointed. 

Waterproof If something is waterproof, it keeps water out; it keeps things dry. 
Absorbent If something is absorbent, it soaks water up. 

Shiny A shiny object will reflect light easily. 

Dull A dull object doesn’t reflect light and doesn’t look bright or shiny. 

Stretchy Can be pulled to make it longer or wider without breaking it. 

Magnetic A material which is attracted or pulled towards a magnet. 

 

Vocabulary 

Attract: when a magnet pulls a magnetic object or material towards it. 

Man-made: a material which is purposefully made, such as plastic, glass. 

Material: materials are what an object is made from. 

Magnet: A magnet has a North and South Pole, and will attract magnetic materials. 

Natural: a natural material is one found in the earth or in nature, such as rocks, 

water. 

Object: A thing that can be used, such as a door, car, chair, table. 

Property: Something about a material we can see, feel or measure. 

Repel: when a magnet pushed a material away. 


