
 

Remembering Prince Philip 

Did you know that school playing fields and green spaces for children to play on are down to the support of Prince Philip? Did you 

know he was the President of WWF? Did you know that he had a passion for cricket and coach and four races? Did you know he could 

paint?  These are just a few of the facts pupils discovered this week.  

The Duke of Edinburgh Award was his idea as he wanted to set up something for young people to discover their potential. Mr Orr 

shares his experience below: 

“I completed my Gold D of E award in the summer of 2014, have completed silver and bronze in the preceding 3 years. 

To be eligible for the award each candidate must complete a volunteering section, physical section, skill section, expedition and 

residential. 

For volunteering I spent 12 months with my local cancer research shop assisting customers and raising money for the development of 

cancer medicine and treatment. 

For 6 months I played squash to keep me physically active, as well as, a few weekends skiing at Hemel Ski centre.  

To satisfy the skill section I participated in drama groups and both acted in and directed numerous plays. 

For my expedition my group and I travelled to Snowdonia in North Wales. This long weekend involved camping, map reading, hiking 

and cooking. It was exhausting with the wet, windy and often miserable weather and carrying a heavy day sack with all your equipment 

up steep hills and across vast valleys. It was all worth it knowing you that in the end the award was in sight and you will have also 

gained friends and important life skills.  

Gold requires you to spend a week away from home to take part in a shared activity. I chose to go on an away week with my church. 

Having completed my award I was given the opportunity to go to St James’s Palace in London to have my award certificate given to me 

by Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. It was truly an honour to have reached that amazing moment after all my hard work. The Duke 

made jokes to keep us all at ease and was interested to know what we’d been up to and if we’d enjoyed it. The whole D of E experience 

taught me that through hard work, diligence and determination anything is possible.” 

  


