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Denham Green Academy News 
Firstly, let me start by saying a massive thank-you to all of the parents that have sent in messages 
of support and encouragement in what has been a turbulent week! It really means a lot, especially 
when we have our own Education Minister telling parents that if they're not happy with remote 
learning they can contact OFSTED! To encourage parents against schools - having given us less 
than 12 hours to prepare for remote learning - is just utterly backhanded and unfair. Thankfully, 
we have the most amazing and supportive parents! And thank-you for engaging and uploading evi-
dence of the work the children are completing. 

I also want to say a massive thank-you to ALL of the staff, who rallied around to instantly get re-
mote learning up and running whilst also ensuring the school remained open from the first day to a 
number of pupils. It never fails to amaze me at how well the staff here support each other and 
how resilient they are - again I'm humbled and very fortunate to be part of such an amazing team 
of people. 

In light of the new lockdown, we will be updating our school risk assessment and reopening plans; 
both of these will be uploaded to the school website once checked and completed.  

On the subject of remote learning, we are looking at moving toward live lessons for Years 2-6 in 
the first instance shortly, via Microsoft TEAMS. We are in the process of getting student logins 
and getting a guide together for parents for how to download and access (good news - children can 
also access this via PlayStation and XBox!) A lot of parents have enquired about this, and it is 
something we want to try; you will be sent guides on how to log in and get onto the live calls once 
we are ready, as well as our expectations around behaviour and safeguarding during live les-
sons.  We do feel that this direct instruction from the teacher - allowing for immediate feedback 
between pupils and teachers - could be hugely positive, however we are relying on you to support 
your child in getting them set up and on the call / lessons at the right time; we have set ourselves 
a target of over 80% of pupils in each class to be on the calls live!  The children coming into the 
academy will access the same lesson at the same time in the classroom. We are aiming to get this 
ready to roll out as soon as possible, but please be patient with us as we want to do it right!  

On the subject of remote learning, I'm also pleased to announce that we have our very first 
'Parent Champion' available to support any parents in terms of remote learning; Mrs Gillian Thom-
son (who is also head of the PTA and an Ambassador!). Gillian has a wealth of experience and is 
readily available for any advice or support if needed. 

One final reminder: with the Academy being open to a smaller number of pupils, can I please still 
urge you to stick to the Covid protocols around distancing, hygiene, and above all if you or anyone 
in your bubble develops symptoms, let us know immediately and keep your children at home! 
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Food Bank 

If anyone is not working, not getting paid, has had their 
hours cut and runs out of food or necessities, or times 
are just tough, please don’t you or your kids go to sleep 
on an empty stomach. We are here to try to help with 

our food and toiletries etc. 
Don’t be afraid or embarrassed to get in touch on 

01895 725105 or alternatively speak to Mrs Powell and 
She will organise it for you. We will do what we can to 
help. It may simply be a case of dropping off a food 

parcel and leaving. No one has to know and where others 
are concerned, it never occurred.  

Vital Contact Details 

Please see these vital contact details who will be able 
to assist you throughout lockdown if you’re struggling. 
However, if you or your child/ren are struggling and 
would feel more comfortable talking to a member of 
staff—please contact Mrs Powell or Mr Nocera via do-
jo.  

If you’re suffering from domestic abuse and need to 
talk to someone please call The National Domestic 
Abuse Helpline on 0808 2000 247. They’re available 
24/7.  


