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LESSON ONE
Where are all the people?





World’s 

population shown 

in blue



Why do you think the world’s population has grown? 



1.    Use the graph of World Population Growth, 1750 to 2100 to answer the 

questions.

a)   What was the world’s total population in 1800? 

0.9 billion

b)   What was the world’s total population in 1960?

3 billion

c)   What is the predicted total population by 2100?

11.2 billion

d)   In what year was the world’s annual growth rate at its highest? 

1970

e)   By how much has the world’s total population grown between 1800 and 2015?

10.3 billion





Global Population Distribution
Where do most people live?

Map of the world 

with labelled 

countries 

(Source: 

https://geology.c

om/world/world-

map.shtml )

https://geology.com/world/world-map.shtml


2. Use the map of Global Population Distribution to complete the sentences.

Two countries with the highest population density are China/India/Japan/ the UK.

Two countries with the lowest population density are Canada/ Niger/ 

Nigeria/Libya/Russia/Australia.

The population density in the majority of Japan is 85 people or more per kilometre 

squared.

Greenland has a population density of 0 to 1 people per kilometre squared.



Population distribution 
in the UK and Mexico

Map of UK counties (Source: 

https://www.destinationweddingdirectory.co/europe-

wedding-guides/uk-wedding-guide/counties-of-uk.html

)

Map of the states of Mexico (Source: https://cis.org/Luna/Mexico-Sends-

Troops-Its-Southern-Border )

https://www.destinationweddingdirectory.co/europe-wedding-guides/uk-wedding-guide/counties-of-uk.html
https://cis.org/Luna/Mexico-Sends-Troops-Its-Southern-Border


Describe population distribution of the UK and Mexico

Most people in the 

UK live in cities like 

London where there 

are more than 5000 

people per km2 



Similarities Differences

- Fewer people live in the northern 

regions

- Capital cities of both the UK and 

Mexico have the highest 

population densities

- Both have areas of high 

population density on the coast 

- Both have higher population 

densities around major cities

- The UK’s population is very 

varied across the whole of the 

land

- UK tends to have a higher 

population density overall with 

the majority of areas having over 

100 people per km2

- Mexico tends to be more 

sparsely populated overall with 

many areas having less than 100 

people per km2 



Population distribution by region



Population distribution by region

6. Choose the correct word in each sentence.

a) Asia has had an increase in the proportion of the world’s population between 1950 and 
2010.

b) Africa will have the second largest proportion of the world’s population by 2100.

c) In 2010 the majority of the world’s population lived in Asia.

d) The region with the lowest proportion of the world’s population in 2010 is Northern 
America.

e) By 2100, the world’s population will have almost quadrupled in size.
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