
 
 

Think Big– Be Brave    Do the Right Thing    Team Spirit 

 

11th September 2018 

Dear parents/carers,  

Welcome back to a new school year.  

It is fantastic to see all the children back in school, looking smart and eager to learn. 

The staff have been very impressed by how well the children have settled back into 

classes and the routines.  

I just wanted to inform you of a couple of things early in the new term so that you 

were aware of them.  

 

Clubs:  

Different clubs will be starting over the next few weeks. There is a charge for some 

clubs when additional resources are needed. Clubs are assigned on a first come first 

served basis.  

We are running our morning sports club on a Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday like 

last year during breakfast club at 7:50am. You do not need to pre-book this club and 

there is no charge in additional to the breakfast club fee. It will take place in the hall 

with our new sports coach Mr Davies. Children can wear normal school uniform.  

At the end of clubs children will be brought out to the front of school like hometime 

and will be signed out by the club teacher.  

 

Homework:  

We shall be sending out homework next week to Years 1-6. Reception will be given 

homework later in the term once they are settled. We do expect children to complete 

their Maths homework and one piece of their topic homework every week. Homework is 

to be handed in on a Monday and books will be sent out on a Wednesday after marking. 



 
 

Also it is expected that children read every night and that an adult signs the 

communication book. We do run a reading challenge every week to see which class has 

had the highest percentage of children reading.  

 

PE Kit:  

All classes have PE twice a week on either a Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday. All 

children are expected to have PE kit or else they will not take part in the lesson. As the 

weather will be getting cooler, please can children wear school uniform to school and 

bring in their PE kit. It is easier if they leave their kit in school and take home every 

half term to wash so that they do not forget it, but this is up to you.  

 

Snack:  

All children in Years R, 1, & 2 receive a piece of fruit every morning for their snack. 

Key Stage 2 children can bring in a snack to have at playtime, but this must not be 

sweets, chocolate, crisps etc. It needs to promote healthy eating. Please remember we 

are a NUT FREE school as we do have children with nut allergies so please do not send 

in food containing nuts e.g. Nutella sandwiches.  

 

Meet the Teacher:  

Over the next 2 weeks all the teachers are holding meet the teacher meetings please 

come along to these if possible so you can meet the teacher and here about the 

upcoming year.  

Reception: Wednesday 19th September at 9:00am 

Year 1: Monday 17th September at 2:40pm 

Year 2: Thursday 13th September at 9:00am  

Year 3: Monday 17th September at 3:30pm 

Year 4: Thursday 20th September at 2:40pm  

Year 5: Wednesday 12th September at 9:30am  

Year 6: Monday 17th September at 9:00am   

 



 
 

 

Start/end of the day:  

The front door opens at 8:30am in the morning. Children are expected to be in school 

by 8:45am. If the front door is closed you must escort your child into school and sign 

the late book. The late book is monitored. Children start their learning as soon as they 

walk through the door so please be on time.  

Hometime at the moment will be slower than normal whilst teachers are learning 

parents’ faces. We ask children to stand in the line and put their hand up if they see 

their adult. Every child must be signed out by the teacher so please do not just take 

your child out of the line. Also if we can ask that once you have got your child if you can 

move away from the lines so other parents can be seen, this would be greatly 

appreciated. Hometime is very busy and I am working with Head Office to try and 

improve the space we have for it.  

If you are late to pick up if your children please call the academy so that we are aware. 

If you are late and have not informed the office we will put your child into Twilight 

Owls and you will be charged for this.  

Please also be aware of our neighbours and do not park in front of their drives or on 

their land.  

We shall be stopping all parents coming into school soon as we want to develop 

children’s independence, but also for safeguarding reasons. If you would like to pass on 

a message you can do so with the senior leaders on the door or you can dojo the 

teacher. Please co-operate with us on this matter.  

 

Behaviour 

 

We have made some changes to the way in which we are managing behaviour in school. 

The main difference being that if your child is on the red traffic light, rather than 

spending 'time out' in the playground at break time they will go and see Mrs Powell for 

a short time during morning or lunchtime break to reflect on their behaviour and to 

think about strategies they could use to help them make better choices. You will no 

longer receive a red slip if your child has been on the red traffic light as we would 

like you to be talking with your children about all the good stuff that has gone on in 

school throughout the day rather than just focusing on the negative. If a particular 



 
 

behaviour continues and we feel it is necessary or helpful to discuss the behaviour with 

you then either the class teacher or Mrs Powell will call you. If a child is put on to the 

blue traffic light they will be sent to a senior member of staff and you will be 

informed. 

 

Of course, our focus is on improving and maintaining behaviour through positive 

reinforcement and children will be moving up the traffic light system too to bronze, 

silver and gold. They will receive awards and certificates for the behaviours that 

impress us. The children loved the dojo system last term and we look forward to giving 

lots of dojo's out this term and sharing with you all the positive behaviour and learning 

that goes on within the school.   

 

Attendance 

 

Attendance continues to be a priority and we have lots of exciting incentives going on in 

school to encourage good attendance.  

We understand that children will be sick on occasion but parents/carers have a legal 

obligation to make sure their child receives a full time education. Unless your child is 

sick they must be in school and remain in school all day. You must ring into the school 

office before 08:30 if your child is not going to be in school. Parents/carers will be 

fined for unauthorised absences.  

 

Please speak to Mrs Powell if you would like a chat or require any support around 

attendance and punctuality.  

 

World Mental Health Day 'Hello Yellow' 

 

October 10th is World Mental Health Day and we will be supporting young people's 

mental health by having a 'hello yellow day'. We will be thinking about positive mental 

health in assembly and it would be nice to see everyone wearing something yellow. 

Children should still wear their black trousers/skirts but could add a yellow t-shirt, 

hair bow, socks, ribbon etc. We will have a fundraising box on the door on the morning 

of October 10th if anyone wishes to make a 50p donation towards the charity 'Young 

Minds'. Please speak to Mrs Powell if you have any questions. 

 

Twilight Owls:  

Twilight Owls is our after school club which we run in our hall every day from 

3:10/20pm till 5:45pm. On the front door we have a timetable of the different 

activities scheduled. If you would like your child to attend then please fill out a form in 



 
 

the entrance and specify which day. If you are booking for that day please make sure 

you book your child in before 12:00 if you would like them to attend so we can ensure 

we have enough equipment for them.  

With regards to invoices, all payments must be made within two weeks of the invoice 

date. You are invoiced monthly.  If invoices are not paid on time your child will be 

unable to book on to Twilight Owls until the debt has been cleared. 

 

Uniform:  

 

Please make sure your child is wearing the correct uniform (including black shoes and 

not trainers) and that the children have their correct PE kits ready in school.  

 

Please name ALL items of uniform. Belongings are the responsibility of the child 

and not the staff of the academy.  

 

Children are allowed to wear stud earrings, but these do need to be removed for PE. 

Painted nails or false nails are not allowed in the academy. If children have on false 

nails or extensions then they cannot take part in PE as it is a health and safety issue.  

 

Communication:  

If you have any questions or concerns, then please speak to your class teacher or ask 

one of the senior leaders who are on the front door every morning. We are all very 

welcoming and approachable so please do not worry, no question or problem is too small.  

Please feel free to use class dojo to communicate with your child’s teacher or use the 

communication log which should be in school every day.   

We send home a newsletter via email every Friday. Please take time to read this as it 

contains lots of information. As you have received this newsletter this week we will not 

be sending the usual one home on Friday.  

 

September 2019:  

Yes, we are already talking about next year! 



 
 

If you have a child that is moving onto secondary school, you need to apply online by the 

18th October. You need to apply on the admission section of the county council website 

that you live in. If you need any support with this please contact our attendance and 

welfare officer Mrs Powell.  

If you have a child starting in Reception next year, then the application opens on 5th 

November2018 until 15th January 2019. Do not miss this deadline.  

We are holding our open day on Thursday 18th October 9-11am. It is a drop in morning, 

where we shall be taking families on tours around the school, introduce you to the staff 

and see how the academy runs.  

 

I look forward to seeing you all over the next few weeks.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs S Flannigan  

Headteacher 

 


